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A FATHER, A DAUGHTER, AND A LEGACY
WITH THE CAUSE TO STOP UNDER-AGE DRINKING 

On the night of October 27, 2007, three teenage girls were walking home after a day of football, 
family, and fun, when they were struck by an under-age drunk driver in a pickup who fled the scene. 
Two of the girls survived, forever changed. Fourteen-year-old Mariah Daye McCarthy did not. One 
October Night is the very personal story of Mariah’s family and their community in the close-knit 
Butte, Montana, and the journey undertaken by Mariah’s father, Leo, as he seeks justice for his 
daughter and peace for his family, and a more lasting legacy for Mariah. 

In the aftermath of his youngest daughter’s death, Leo formed the Mariah Day McCarthy 
Scholarship Foundation and Mariah’s Challenge—a scholarship that honors students who live up 
to a pledge not to consume alcohol while underage. His book is a tribute to his daughter’s memory 
that offers a challenge to change the culture of drinking and driving among youth in America’s 
cities and towns.  

“As a result of their great loss, the McCarthys could have become recluses in their home, drowning in their grief. 
But they did not, and that is what makes their story unique. They refused to let Mariah become just another 
white cross on the side of a Montana road. And Leo found the mettle to crawl out of the pit of despair to create 
something life-affirming from the devastation and death a drunk driver left behind . . . . Now, a husband 
and father who views himself as the unlikeliest of authors has told his story. I cannot imagine the courage and 
perseverance it took for Leo McCarthy to write this powerful book.” -from the Foreword by Linda Piccolo
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Take a peek inside

One October Night is available at local bookstores and gift shops, through online retailers, or from distributor 
Farcountry Press at 1.800.821.3874, www.farcountrypress.com.

About the Author
Leo McCarthy was born and raised in Walkerville and Butte, Montana, the youngest of eleven children. He 
graduated from Montana Western College and held a series of jobs before finding his career with State Farm 
Insurance. He and his wife Janice (Rademacher) McCarthy were blessed with two gorgeous daughters, Jenna and 
Mariah. Mariah currently resides in heaven. Leo established the Mariah Daye McCarthy Scholarship Foundation 
and was selected as a CNN Top Ten Hero in 2012. A Montana Tech booster, he holds a Black Belt in Taekwondo. 
As a reader, Leo is especially drawn to the Roman Stoic philosophers and anything to do with history.
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